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While driving an ATV situations arise where you often need to make quick decisions. The right decision 
can make the difference between safety and a deadly incident. Match up the encountered problem with 
the best solution to rectify the situation.

Additional Activity:
Within each problem set, identify which solution has the potential to be the most dangerous.

Problem Set 1

___ 1.  Shifting is not smooth or consistent
___ 2.  ATV leans to one side
___ 3.  Front wheels plow straight ahead when   
 you turn the handlebars
___ 4. ATV turns wide

Solution

A. Lean your upper body further into
 the turn.
B. Move foot clear of the shift pedal after  
 each shift. Release the throttle before   
 each shift.
C. Put weight on outside footrest as you   
 turn the bars. Put more body weight up  
 front and use more effort to turn the   
 handlebars.
D. Slow down. Look around the turn.

Problem Set 2

___ 1.  Not stopping where intended
___ 2.  Run over markers as you try to go   
 around them
___ 3.  Inside wheel lifts
___ 4. Wheels lock, creating a slide

Solution

A. Swing wider as you go around the   
 marker, and shift your weight more. Use  
 a short burst of throttle, but don’t reduce  
 weight on the front end.
B. Begin to slow down earlier.
C. Release brakes and them immediately   
 reapply brakes gradually.
D. Lean upper body into the turn more.

(this activity is continued on the next page)

ATV Match Up
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Problem Set 3

___ 1.  Front wheels lift as you climb a hill
___ 2.  Front wheels push an obstacle rather   
 than crossing over it
___ 3.  Rear wheels hit the obstacle with   
 excessive impact
___ 4. ATV tips as you traverse the hill or turn

Solution

A. Pull up on the handlebars and apply a  
 small amount of throttle as the front   
 wheels meet the obstacle. Release the   
 throttle as soon as the front wheel has   
 gone over the obstacle.
B. Lean into the hill more. Move off the   
 seat towards the uphill side. Place your   
 weight on the uphill footrest.
C. Lean forward slightly once the front   
 wheels have gone over the obstacle in  
 order to reduce weight on the rear   
 wheels. The throttle must be released   
 before the rear wheels hit the obstacle.
D. Lean forward more: move way up on   
 the seat or stand and position your  
 torso over the front wheels. Don’t   
 accelerate as quickly up the slope.

Problem Set 4

___ 1.  ATV loses momentum while going
 up a hill
___ 2.  ATV swerves to one side
___ 3.  Front end slides or skids
___ 4. Rear end slides or skids

Solution

A. Apply less front brake pressure.
B. Center your body on the ATV.
C. Apply less rear brake pressure. Shift to a  
 lower gear more smoothly.
D. Approach at a higher speed. Don’t let the  
 ATV roll backwards.

Problem Set 5

___ 1.  Excessive jarring as front wheels   
 encounter bumps on the descent
___ 2.  ATV descends too quickly
___ 3.  Rear end slides downhill
___ 4. ATV rolls backwards while you are on it

Solution

A. Place weight on the downhill footrest.  
 While encountering bumps on the   
 descent keeping your body leaning to   
 the uphill side.
B. Maintain smooth braking. Be sure you  
 are in gear and the transmission is   
 engaged. Do not apply the throttle.
C. Shift more weight to the rear. Descend   
 more slowly.
D. Use the front brake only. Move your  
 body weight forward. If front brake   
 does not slow the ATV, dismount to the   
 side immediately.

ATV Match Up (continued)


